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“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.”—Marrt. 28: 19, 20. 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER MATTHIAS F. COWLEY. 


Tu following discourse was delivered by Elder Matthias F. Cowley in 
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, November 12, 1899. 

My brethren and sisters, in addressing you this afternoon I am very 
desirous that you will exercise your faith, that what is said may be 
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The principle upon which 
the work of the Lord has been founded in every dispensation should char- 
acterize our worshiping exercises on all occasions—I mean the principle of 
revelation. 

In listening to the beautiful hymn which has just been rendered I 


vas reminded of the contrast between the conditions which existed at 


the first advent of the Messiah and those which exist to-day, and which 
will exist in connection with His second coming. The Latter-day 
Saints do not present to the world any religious theory which has 
been devised by any of their leaders, or concocted by any council in 
the Church. We claim to present for the consideration of mankind the 
same principles which were enunciated by the Savior. We maintain that 
these principles are the only principles which go to constitute the great 
plan of salvation. We also maintain that they were not first instituted 
upon the earth at the first advent of the Messiah, but that these principles 
are as eternal as the design of the atonement of Christ. In the 13th chap- 
ter of Revelations the Apostle John speaks of the Messiah as “the Lamb 
stain from the foundation of the world.” While the Jewish scriptures are 
not so complete as to make clear to the understanding of the children of 
men the fact that the Gospel was instituted upon the earth in the days of 
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Adam, there are sufficient fragmentary statements to lead us to such a 
conviction. And these statements are made more significant by the light 
of revelation which has come to the Latter-day Saints. There is a state- 
ment in the 3rd chapter of Galatians, 8th verse, that “the scripture, fore- 
seeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before 
the Gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.” I 
would understand that the term “Gospel” in that connection signifies the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ: for as the Apostle Peter states, in the 4th chapter 
of Acts, respecting Jesus, “there in none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” It is but reasonable to conclude 
that no doctrines save those which Christ enunciated have been established 
for the salvation of the human family. 

Additional statements on this point have come to us through the 
Prophet Joseph Smith. I hold in my hand what is termed the Pearl of 
Great Price. It is a record (translated by the gift and power of God 
exercised through the Prophet Joseph Smith) of revelations which were 
given to Enoch, to Abraham and to Moses, which are not contained in the 
Old Testament. One very important communication contained in this 
record is the fact that when Adam was driven from the garden of Eden 
and shut out from the presence of God, he was commanded by the 
Almighty to build an altar and offer sacrifice. We read in the Bible that 
Abraham, Melchisedek, Moses and the prophets offered sacrifices to the 
Almighty, and that they were offered as a similitude of the Great Sacrifice 
that should be offered up in the meridian of time by the Son of God. 
We read in the Pearl of Great Price that as Adam was in the act of 
offering sacrifice a heavenly messenger appeared unto him and asked, 
“Why dost thou offer sacrifices unto the Lord?” The answer from the 
great patriarch of the human race was, “I know not, save the Lord com- 
manded me.” Then this heavenly messenger proceeded to unfold to the 
understanding of our first parent the reason of this sacrifice. He said, 
“This thing is a similitude of the sacrifice of the Only Begotten of the 
Father, which is full of grace and truth. Wherefure, thou shalt do all 
that thou doest in the name of the Son, and thou shalt repent and call upon 
God in the name of the Son for evermore.” 

Thus was established in the earth the doctrine of the atonement. An- 
other beautiful principle is illustrated by the act of Adam: in offering 
sacrifice. Adam was commanded of God todo that. He did not stop to 
ask all the reasons for the commandment; but, obedient to Jehovah, he 
offered the sacrifice. The result of his acting upon this principle of sim- 
ple faith in God was, he received further light and revelation, which gave 
him a complete understanding of the purpose of sacrifice. 

We are also informed in this record that on condition of this exercise of 
faith in God which always leads to implicit obedience—and on condition 
of repentance from all sin, there was instituted a principle through obedi- 
ence to which the sins of the individual were to be remitted; that man- 
kind should not be responsible for the act that brought death into the 
world, but that they should be redeemed from that. As Paul says, in the 
15th chapter of I Corinthians, For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
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shall all be made alive.” As by the fall came the death of the mortal 
body, so by the atonement of this Jesus of whom we have been singing 
the resurrection from the dead should be brought o pass upon all the 
human family, regardless of their religious convictions. But aside from 
this general atonement was the necessity of a plan by which the human 
family should obtain absolution from their individual sins; and the plan 
for this as well as for the general redemption was instituted in the coun- 
cils of God before the foundation of this earth and revealed to our first 
parents subsequent to the expulsion from the Garden of Eden. So that 
Adam received the doctrine of faith in God and the doctrine of repentance 
from sin, and acted upon them. Then we are informed by this sacred 
record, that he was carried away by the spirit and he was immersed in 
water for the remission of sins, and afterwards he received the Holy 
Ghost, Thus he was made the recipient of the full benefits of the atone- 
ment of Christ through his obedience to these simple principles which 
were instituted for man’s redemption from individual sins. 

This plan of redemption was communicated from Adam to his posterity, 
from generation to generation, as long as they would listen to the voice 
of men who were authorized of God to declare the Gospel and administer 
in the ordinances thereof. | 

I wish to call your attention, too, to this great fact, that inasmuch as 
the plan of salvation, embodying the atonement and the principles of the 
Gospel, was instituted for the benefit of mankind, it was necessary that it 
should be made known to the inhabitants of the world, not only on the 
western hemisphere (where we claim the Gospel was first taught and 
where the origin of man was), but also on the eastern hemisphere—to 
every nation and to every class of people upon the face of the earth. 
this connection I will allude to a few declarations of holy writ. First, 
however, I will refer you to a statement by the Apostle Jude, to show that 
there were revelations given which are not contained in the Old Testa- 
ment or the New Testament. In the 14th verse of his epistle he says: 
“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, 
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His saints, to execute judg- 
ment upon all.” We have been singing about the first advent of the Mes- 
siah, and in the same hymn we have our minds pointed to His second 
coming. It isa remarkable fact that the Jewish prophets not only very 
beautifully depicted the first advent of the Messiah, but their minds were 
so thoroughly enlightened by the spirit of prophecy that they saw the 
time when the Son of God should come to reign in glory upon the earth. 
They declared that He should not come as the meek and lowly babe of 
Bethlehem, but that He should come in power and great glory to redeem 
Israel. Enoch prophesied of the second advent of the Messiah, according 
to that which I have read to you. I ask you, where are the prophecies of 
Enoch? I ask you, where is the history of the city of Enoch and of the 
acts of that great man of God, of whom it is said in the writings of Moses 
that he walked and talked with God three hundred and sixty-five years, 
and he was not, for God took him? Is it not a remarkable fact that in 
the investigations of men for the last seventeen or eighteen centuries into 
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the great subject of theology so few have stopped to ask the question, 
where are the revelations of God to these ancient prophets, and why are 
men so easily satisfied with fragmentary statements respecting the doc- 
trines of Christ, which have not been understood clearly and distinctly 
by the mere reading of the scripture of divine truth? 

There is a statement in the 10th chapter of Genesis, 25th verse, to the 
effect that in the days of Peleg the earth was divided. Prior to that time, 
we understand from the account of creation, al] the earth was one vast 
continent. The waters were gathered together in one vast body, and they 
were called seas. Butin the days of Peleg the earth was divided. The 
waters rolled in between the several divisions of the earth, and constituted 
continents and islands as we now have them. We read in the next chap- 
ter of Genesis (11th) that a very remarkable event transpired. The people 
of the earth, dwelling on the land of Shinar, conceived the idea of building 
a tower that should reach unto heaven. The scriptures say they did this 
“lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” This 
project was taken cognizance of by the Almighty, and in council He said, 
“Let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not 
understand one another’s speech.” “So the Lord scattered them abroad 
from thence upon the face of all the earth; and they left off to build the 
city.” That is another very significant thing that transpired at that time. 
The Lord scattered them to the western hemisphere as well as to the vari- 
ous parts of the eastern hemisphere. 

In this connection let me call your attention, not only fo the evidences 
brought to light by the investigations of antiquarians, but to the revela- 
tions of God upon this subject. We have here the Book of Mormon—a 
record which has been presented to the world through the instrumentality 
of the Prophet Joseph Smith. The Book of Mormon does not supercede 
the Bible. It is not more highly esteemed by the Latter-day Saints than 
the Bible. I wish to dissipate this idea from the minds of the people. 
We esteem the Bible to be the word of God. We esteem the Book of 
Mormon to be the word of God. There are no people on the earth who 
so thoroughly and literally believe in the doctrines and prophecies of the 
Bible as do the body of religious worshippers known as the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The Book of Mormon is a record of 
the dealings of God with the inhabitants of this continent; and is to the 
western hemisphere what the Bible is to the eastern hemisphere. But the 
Bible has been translated and re-translated by men who have not claimed 
to be inspired of God. Consequently we believe that there are sone dis- 
crepancies in the Jewish Scriptures that were not there originally. If 
you will read the various translations you will agree with me on this 
question. I will give you a little illustration from the writings of Luke, 
where it says, “the kingdom of God is within you.” Some people have 
taken this passage of Scripture and given it this application—that the 
the kingdom of God consists only in the Spirit of God as it dwells in the 
hearts of the people, and not in an outward organization composed of 
Apostles and Prophets, duly authorized as the representatives of the 
Almighty to administer the laws and ordinances. But the translators 
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have placed in the margin of that passage, Or among you.” Now, if 
that were placed in the text itself, the passage would read, “the kingdom 
of God is among you;” and that could not be given the application that 
the other is. Another point in that connection: When Jesus used that 
language He was talking to the Pharisees—a class of men who were not 
likely to have the kingdom of God in their hearts, for He had said unto 
them that they were a generation of vipers. Is it likely that He would 
say toa people whom He charged with garnishing the sepulchres of the 
dead Prophets but being ready to stone the living ones, that the kingdom 
of God was within them? The Book of Mormon has come to us in a differ- 
ent way. It is a record of the writings of Prophets of succeeding gener- 
ations, from six hundred years before Christ to about four hundred years 
after Christ. When through apostasy (which always results in disaster 
and in the outpouring of the judgments of God) the nation that had these 
sacred writings in possession was about to become extinct, the last Prophet 
among them— Moroni—was commanded of the Almighty to take the plates 
on which the writings were engraved and hide them up in the earth, at 
the same time receiving the promise that they should come forth in the 
last days by the gift and power of God, for the enlightenment of the 
people respecting the glorious plan of salvation. This promise has been 
fulfilled, and in these last days the book has been brought forth by the 
Prophet Moroni, and it has been translated by the gift and power of 
God, not by the power of man. 

An inspired record gives an account of a colony of people who came from 
the tower of Babel, and thus throws light on the statement of Genesis that 
from thence men were scattered abroad upon all the earth. These people 
were righteous, and they had besought God in prayer that He would not: 
confound their language, but that He would suffer them to retain their 
mocher tongue. This was granted unto them, and they were led across 
the great waters and planted upon this land.- When the last of their 
Prophets journeyed from the land where his people had become extinct 
through war and bloodshed, he came in contact with another people who 
had been led from Jerusalem to the western hemisphere six hundred years 
before Christ. The Book of Mormon contains a record of the dealings of 
Ged with these people—the ancient inhabitants of America; and it has 
come to us direct. It was hid up by commandment of God, and remained 
in the earth for hundreds of years, and was brought forth by revelation 
in the last days. The plates were committed to a prophet of God, who 
received the Urim and Thummim, and he translated the plates by the 
gift and power of God, for the benefit of this generation. While I have 
not time to go into details, let me say to the people there is no contradic- 
tion between the Book of Mormon and the Bible respecting the doctrines 
embodied in the glorious plan of salvation.. There is no conflict between 
these two sacred records respecting the prophecies of the ancient Prophets, 
either upon the eastern or the western hemisphere, in relation to the great 
purposes of God to be accomplished in the last days as a preparatory 
work to the second advent of the Messiah. 

Now I will refer you to a few paseages of Scripture. I will not take 
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time to read them, but will quote them and tell you where to find them. 
I have told you that this book was translated from plates that were hid- 
den up in the earth. In the 85th Psalm, David says: “Mercy and truth 
are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other. Truth 
shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from 
heaven.” While this statement may not be clear to those who have never 
reflected upon it in this light, it is clear to the Latter-day Saints that it 
has a bearing upon the coming forth of this sacred record; for it literally 
sprang out of the earth, and righteousness, in the shape of the authority 
from God to translate and dispense it among the children of men, came 
down from heaven. Another passage, found in the 29th chap. of Isaiah, 
reads: “And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book 
that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, 
I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed; and the book is de- 
livered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he 
said, I am not learned.” The circumstances connected with the coming 
forth of the Book of Mormon are very remarkable, and they contain a 
literal fulfillment of this prophecy. Joseph Smith was not a learned man. 
He was not qualified by his own knowledge to translate languages. But 
he translated by the gift and power of the Almighty. He copied a few char- 
acters and sent them by the hand of Martin Harris to a learned linguist 
in the city of New York—Professor Anthon. He asked the professor to 
examine the characters and certify as to their origin, and he did so. He 
gave a certificate testifying that they were genuine characters, thus bear- 
ing testimony that the Prophet Joseph Smith was enunciating a great 
truth to the world. But when he asked where the plates were obtained, 
and Martin Harris told him they were delivered by an angel from heaven, 
his antagonism was aroused and he asked for the return of the certificate, 
whereupon he destroyed it, saying that angels did not appear in this age 
of the world. 

In connection with the coming forth of this sacred record the Prophet 
Ezekiel, in the 37th chapter of his book, offers us this statement: “The 
word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, Moreover, thou son of man - 
take thee one stick, and write upon it, for Judah, and for the children of 
Israel his companions; then take another stick, and write upon it for 
Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his com- 
panions; and join them one to another into one stick, and they shall 
become one in thine hand.” “Stick” was the term applied in ancient 
times co the rolls upon which the Scriptures were inscribed. This 
stick of Judah is none other than what is designated by the Christian 
world, the Holy Bible, containing the Old and the New Testaments, all of 
which was written by the Jewish Prophets and the Apostles of the Lord 
Jesus Christ; and the stick of Ephraim is the Book of Mormon, and was 
written by the ancient Prophets upon this land. The people wha dwelt 
upon this land were the literal descendants of Joseph, the father of 
Ephraim and Manasseh. Let me call* your attention to the blessing pro- 
nounced by Jacob, the grand head of the twelve tribes of Israel, upon his 
twelve sons. After designating the blessings that should follow his other 
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sons, he came to Joseph, of whom he said: “Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
even a fruitful bougli by a well; whose branches run over the wall. 
The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my pro- 
genitors unto the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills; they shall be on 
the head of Joseph, and on the crown of him that was separate from his 
brethren.” If you will carefully read the provisions of that glorious bless- 
ing and then apply them to the conditions that exist in the various parts 
of the globe, you will find that no part of the earth so literally fulfills the 
prophecy of Jacob upon the head of Joseph as the land of America—a land 
more capable of producing wealth and sustaining men thao any other 
division of the earth. Then if you will turn to the 33rd chapter of Deut- 
eronomy you will find the blessing of Moses upon the twelve tribes of 
Israel, and there is a striking harmony between the blessing of Jacob and 
the prophecy of Moses respecting the land of Joseph. It also throws 
light upon this great subject of the people being divided and scattered 
upon the face of the earth. You know what Paul says in the 17th 
chapter of Acts, that God “hath made of one blood all nations of men 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.” He is 
not a respecter of persons. He is the Father of all, and He has dis- 
tributed them upon the various continents and islands of the sea. It 
would be inconsistent if He did not distribute among them equal oppor- 
tunities to receive the Gospel and be made partakers of the blessings 
thereof. Indeed, the words of the Apostle Paul would fall short of their 
full significance if it were not so; for Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth.” If you will notice the broad character of the teachings of 
the Savior, and the great charity involved in the atonement which was 
offered for all mankind regardless of their race or color, you will find 
significant statements that will lead your minds beyond the confines of 
the eastern hemisphere. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. 

Is Joy DISAPPEARING FROM THE Wor.LD?—In Italy they are lamenting 
the fact that the Carnival has died out. The circumstances of Italy may 
to some extent account for its disappearance. Where there is great want 
there cannot be much gaiety of heart. But this extinction of joy is not 
confined to [taly alone. It may be said in truth that wherever the simple, 
earnest Catholic faith has suffered there gloom has set in. England is no 
longer “Merrie England.” The records of the people tell of dissatisfaction 
with life, of crimes, of anything but genuine pleasure. Light-hearted, 
pure enjoyment cannot be purchased by money. In the United States it 
is the same tale. There is vast wealth, but terrible discontent, taking all 
the sunshine out of existence. Even Ireland is fast losing its happy 
jollity. Here is matter for the philosopher and the sociologist. Why is 
the race becoming more solemn and unhappy?! It seems to us it is all be- 
cause life is becoming more earthly and material. With the loss of faith 
the golden hues are fading from the horizon.—Catholtc Times. 
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SUCCESS DEPENDENT ON SELF. 


THERE is an educational maxim that the mind interprets all things from 
its experiences. That this is radically true is hard to prove, for the reason 
that no mind can trace its own operations back to a beginning; and could 
this be done it would prove the maxim erroneous, for a beginning pre- 
supposes thought development without experience. Be that as it may, we 
can know this, that in forming judgments we bring to bear our experi- 
ences, and the value of the conclusions arrived at depends much upon the 
experiences through which the conclusions are reached. 

The experiences of life abundantly teach that whatever is neglected 
will deteriorate while proper care and attention will improve all veget- 
able or animal life, this is also the case with the faculties of the human 
mind. The fields, if under proper cultivation, will yield in abundance for 
the necessities of man, while if neglected they will go back into a wilder- 
ness. All our cereals, garden plants and fruits are brought up to their 
present condition from a wild state, hardly fit for food, by careful selec- 
tion and cultivation; if these were to be neglected they would soon deteri- 
orate unto their former condition, The muscle of the human body is 
capable of wonderful power and endurance through use, but becomes 
weakened by inactivity. This law holds good in the line of the intellec- 
tual and moral faculties as well as in the physical world, and why not in 
the spiritual life? There seems to be a strict analogy in this wherever 
we turn. If faith is lacking, may it not be the fault of the individual! 
It is hardly to be expected that here is an exception to the rule. Although 
“faith is a gift of God,” we must not expect He will do for us what He 


‘has given us power to do for ourselves. Everything on earth for the 


good of man is a gift of God, but He does’nt furnish these things ready 
made to order, as food, clothing, shelter or other form of converience, but 
all is placed here in the rough with the injunction, “In the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread.” If man doesn’t get out of them the best there 
is, it is his own fault. 

He has placed in all men a germ of faith, but in many cases, through 
neglect, it may have dwindled until it has become nearly extiact; when, 
had it been nourished and exercised, it would have developed into a 
principle of power such as is illustrated in the parable of the grain of 
mustard seéd. The responsibility of man to make the best of himself is 
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foreibly and beautifully illustrated in the parable of the talents, and the 
loss through disuse by the servant who buried his talent in the earth. 

“Man know thyself” is an injunction that should be more carefully 
heeded than it is. Every individual should study his own inherent powers 
and the laws of their development, for it is quite likely that the develop- 
ment attained in this life may have a strong bearing on the life which is 
to come; not only this, but, hy the laws of heredity, the thoughts, feelings 
and tendencies of one generation may affect for good or ill all future gen- 
erations. Every individual can know his own tendencies better than any 
one else can, and he is the only person that has power, with the help of 
God, to suppress or develop those tendencies. 

Success in life does not consist in accumulations of wealth, in aequiring 
political preference nor in gaining world-wide renown for military achieve- 
ment; but in suppressing the evil tendencies in self and developing the 
nobler traits of character until every faculty of the mind is chastened and 
purified and under the perfect control of an intelligent will guided by the 
light of the Holy Spirit. This is true success and will endure while all 
worldly successes will vanish into oblivion. 


A. W. 


Tue following is from the Hull Times of recent date: 

“Traveling by a late train the other evening ‘Jupiter’ was reminded 
for the thousandth time what a small place the world is, after all. He 
found himself, by way of beguiling the tedium of the way, discussing in 
friendly fashion the tenets of Mormonism with three missionaries of the 
strange religion which has its home amongst the mountains of Utah. 
There are many remarkable points about the followers of Joseph Smith, 
or the Church of Jesus Christ, or the Latter Day Saints, as they call 
themselves, besides the polygamy, which was for so long the outstanding 
feature in the eyes of the Gentile world. One of the most remarkable, to 
Jupiters thinking, is that every year 1,700 of their men, are ‘called,’ and 
sent out from Utab, at their own charges by the way, to preach the faith 
in various parts of the earth. These emissaries stay two years, and then 
return home with a broadened knowledge of the world. Many converts 
are made, particularly in England, and the Scandinavian countries. My 
travelling companions were highly-intelligent, courteous, and well-informed 
men, with a remarkable power of quoting Scripture, and an evidently 
firm conviction of the inspiration of their prophet. In the completeness 
with which their system of church government takes hold of life, the 
Mormons resemble the Roman Catholie Church in its palmiest days. Mr. 
G. W. Steevens, who visited them not long ago, maintained that when the 
huge bell that tolled from the engines of the Union Pacific was heard in 
Salt Lake City in 1868, it sounded the death knell of Mormonism as Church 
and State in one, but the power of Mormonism over its own faithful is 
seen by the strength of the missionary spirit, the payment of tithes, the 
abstention from such common articles as tea, coffee, tobacco, ete. As to 
polygamy, only 2 per cent. of the people ever made plural marriages, and 
theae were strictly regulated by the Church, and Mormon populatiens are, 
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it is claimed, free from many of the blots which deface our cities. Per- 
haps that is because the Mormons live up to their religion, whilst the 
Gentile world do not to the same extent. 


— « — 


INFORMATION WANTED. Nun one * — as to the present 
whereabouts of Joseph and Emma Rhodes Smith who emigrated from 
Bradford in 1882, will confer a favor by writing to Sarah Jane Jackson, 
55 Arthington Street, off White Abbey Road, Bradford, Yorkshire.— Deseret 
News please copy. 
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INFORMATION WANTED. As to nnn present ae of Jas. Lucas and 
his sons, Jas. and Geo., who emigrated from near Rugby about 1869 or 1870. 
Any one having this information please write Mrs. Eliza Herringshaw 
(formerly Lucas), Oakenshaw, near Bradford, Yorkshire, England.— Deseret 


News please copy. 


Mission and Conference Presidents in the European Mission are re- 
quested to be prompt with their reports at the end of the year. 

Reveases.—The following named Elders n been honorably released 
to return home per s.s. Astoria from Glasgow, December 28, 1899: 

Heber Swainston of the London Conference, John E. Jones of the Welsh 
Conference and Wm. J. an ot the Bristol Conference. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDEN CE. 


Ecper Joun H. Naispitr writes from Laynesburg, Ky., U.S., his last 
letter before returning home, he thinks his baptisms will only be a little 
over a dozen, yet he has made warm friends innumerable, and the good 
done is not always measured by the number of baptisms, yet there are 
hundreds of Elders in the European Mission no doubt who would be proud 
to say they had baptized that number: 


“I shall only be here about a week now as my release takes effect to-day. 
I shall not have the privilege of going around by New York or Philadel- 
phia to visit my relatives, I thust defer that trip until some time in the 
futare when my spending money is more flush than it is at present. 

It is just two years since I arrived in the South, being set apart on the 
18th of November, 1897. I have enjoyed my labors very much, my lot has 
been cast in pleasant places and I am loth to leave the many friends I 
have in the South, it is almost like leaving home to go home, in fact, I 
feel like an old resident here now and cannot realize that Iam going to 
leave in a few days. 

“Our Conference is to be held on the Ist and 2nd of December, but I 
cannot attend for I am not at all well, and it would mean a walk of 150 
miles, and I am afraid I should not be able to stand the trip. Elder L. A. 
Smith who is just recovering from the fever desired me to go with him to 
Utah, and I thought it would be much better to have company home, indeed 
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I may not enjoy the trip very much anyhow if I do not feel better than I 
do now.” 

Presipent J. R. Hinpigy of the London Conference gives a highly 
favorable report of his district, the Elders and Saints all feeling well. 
Although there is no special rush for membership in the Church there (or 
elsewhere for that matter), yet friends are being made all the time, 
although seed time and harvest are not very close together. Singing and 
musical Elders sre needed badly in the London Conference as in several 
other localities. “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that He may 
send more laborers (singers) into the harvest.” 

President Hindley also desires to tender his gratitude to the anonymous 
contributor of fifteen shillings from Dunstable, “We know not who it is, 
but God knows him, and will reward him in His own good time and way.” 


— — — — — 


HEPWORTH ON “MORMONISM.” 


Dr. Hepworts, if he is correctly quoted, seems inclined to the belief 
that “Mormonism” can best be accounted for on the supposition that the 
Prophet Joseph was the victim of hallucinations. That there is anything 
supernatural in the system, he dismisses as incredible to “scientists.” 

Does it not strike the doctor that the same supposition might, in the 
beginning of our era, have been advanced to account for the origin of 
Christianity? At that time people claimed to have visions and revelations. 
They claimed to have seen the resurrected Redeemer, and to have con- 
versed with Him. They claimed to have power over sickness and death. 

It is perfectly conceivable that a gentile scholar of that time, asked for 
an opinion of the “strange faith,” might have said, just as the doctor re- 
marks as to “Mormonism: | 

“I understand they claim it is the power of Almighty God; but they 
cannot make any scientist believe it. I rather regard Jesus of Nazareth 
as the forerunner of Gnosticism, although he Himself was never identified 
with the system. It is not fair to dismiss the matter by calling Him a 
moral pervert, although he twisted the Old Testament to suit His purposes. 
Like the Gnostics he dreamed dreams and saw visions—such as they were, 
and He was brought under their influence as many other persons who 
come to regard visions or hallucinations, the outcome, perhaps, of an over- 
sensitive, excitable temperament, a revelation to the finite by the Infinite, 
and which govern their subsequent lines of action.” 

We say, seriously and with all respect, that an early sage would have 
had just as much excuse for reasoning in this way about the origin of 
Christianity, as has Dr Hepworth to apply it to what is popularly styled 
“Mormonism.” In fact, it was. Festus, after having listened to the 
eloquent statement of Paul, could find no better reply than the famous 
exclamation: “Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make 
thee mad.” And the philosophers at Athens asked: “What will this 
babbler say?” 
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The reply to all such insinuations was: “That which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have bandied... 
that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you.” There was no 
hallucination, only actual facts. 

It is the same with “Mormonism.” The Prophet Joseph testified that 
he had seen the Father and the Son, and he sealed his testimony with his 
blood. What more can a witness do to prove his sincerity and truth- 
fulness? The bringing forth of the Book of Mormon by Divine power is 
established, not alone by such internal evidence as the history of that 
event itself supplies, but also by numerous witnesses. The earnest 
investigator will find that the “miraculous” coming forth of that book is 
as well authenticated as the resurrection of Christ, the “miracle” on which 
the entire Christian religion must stand or fall, and we believe this will 
be the verdict of coming ages. 

Dr. Hepworth is quoted as having said among other things, “Mormons” 
should remember that they are living in a new, a Christian, not the Old 
Testament, Mosaic dispensation. The “Mormons” do remember this. 
They know they are living in a “new” dispensation, “the dispensation of 
the fulness of times,” and it is for this very reason that they are looked 
upon asa “strange” sect, incomprehensible to a theology that lives only 
in the past. Deseret News. 


— 


THE SACRED SCROLLS OF THE JEWS. 


THERE are some manuscripts, which, though prepared with pains and 
written with infinite care, have never yet been known to be offered to the 
publishers. Under such a category come the sacred scrolls of the Hebrews. 
As the slightest error would render these scrolls valueless for their cere- 
monial and religious purposes, their preparation involves a large expen- 
ditare of both time and patience. 

The parchment upon which they are written has to be prepared by a 
Hebrew from the skin of @ clean animal (as laid down by the Levitical 
Law), and slaughtered according to the rites of the Hebrew Church; 
while the sheets are fastened together with thongs derived from the same 
source, 

The manuscript is written in long columns, the breadth of which must 
not exceed half the length. The most minute details are laid down by 
law; not only are the number of columns prescribed, and regulations 
defining breadth and length, but it is further directed that they must 
contain only a given number of lines. 

Talmudical instructions of the strictest character stipulate the divisions 
and the number of words to a line, the color of the ink as well as the writ- 
ing instrument coming likewise under ite authority. 

The ends of the scrolls are attached to elaborately turned wooden rollers, 
when not in use the parchment is wound round the same and kept in 
position by a binder fastened round the roll, also according to regulation. 

Each scroll has its own ornamental covering, usually of plush or some 
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other costly fabric, the tops of the rollers being surmounted with silver 
ornaments worked in curious Oriental patterns, or else an elaborate set 
of gold or silver bells. 

A magnificent breastplate, with suitable inscription in Hebrew, and 
pointer of one or the other of the precious metals, complete the outfit. 

The professional writer of the scroll is styled a “Sopher,” and only 
attains proficiency with long years of practice. When for any cause they 
are no longer considered fit for Synagogal service, they are buried; hence 
it is that they never come into the market. 


— — — — — — — 


COMMUNITY OF CHILDREN. 


Azout fifty miles due north of El Paso, in the vicinity of Las Cruces, a 
model community has been founded by Dr. Newbrough, a New York 
spiritualist. It is a fraternity with a new civilization, a new religion and 
a new Bible; the home is a tract of fertile land, 1,000 acres in extent, sub- 
ject to irrigation and already cultivated toa high degree. The object of 
the community is to develop an ideal civilization, to perfect humanity, 
and the raw material is taken from the slums and orphanages of eastern 
cities. 

There are grown people in the community, but they are the directors, 
teachers and advisers. The hope of the backers and believers of the 
organization is the children. They are carefully reared in a spiritual 
atmosphere, taught to labor as a religious duty, and led to believe in their 
destiny as redeemers of fallen humanity. Through these children grown 
to manhood and womanhood in the mystic and impressive influences of 
the place, the earth is to be regenerated and man led forth from the dark- 
ness and greed of the competitive system into the broad road of duty and 
the green fields of charity. 

It is called “the children’s land,” and all the little fellows have been 
adopted under a special law of the territory of New Mexico, and are 
recognized, therefore, as the legal children of the directors. Aside from 
“spirit communion,’ which is taught, there is much in the institution to 
commend it to the world. It furnishes an excellent home for castaways 
and friendless waifs. But we look to see them assert the selfishness of the 
race when they are grown, to forget the lessons of unselfishness they have 
been taught, and each to go in after a while for the exclusive ownership of 
their common home. Opportunity may be withheld from children, but 
human nature will assert itself in time. Salt Lake Herald. 


MYSTERY AN ELEMENT OF STRENGTH. 


THERE have always been two types of moral reformers—those holding 
that only perfectly comprehensible truths have any practical or moral 
value, and those believing that, besides these plain truths, many which 
defy absolute comprehension are also extremely valuable often, indeed, 
moro so than the former, just because of their mysterious element. In this 
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respect the attitude of the Secularist and Agnostic, and that of the relig- 
ious and Christian man, areas firmly opposed to-day as ever. The position 
of the former as a mere moralist is that any belief in what men cannot 
completely understand is a hindrance to morality and social progress. 
Science makes it daily clearer that Nature's greatest forces, of which we make 
such abundant and may make such noble uses, are essentially hidden things 
things for the most part inaccessible and unknowable. Even as regards 
the external world, it is rather the “unseen universe” than the seen which 
most powerfully impresses and inspires us. If Nature be thus supersen- 
suous, it would certainly be strange not to find “supernatural” in religion, 
not to find it the core and centre of its highest truths. . . Just as the 
noonday sun stirs our pulses and cheers our hearts, though we know 
nothing of its origin or destiny, so religous truths, by their very greatness 
which we can never fathom, inspire us with the Divinest impulses and lift 
us upwards to the highest life.— Christian Commonwealth 


— — - — — ~ — ¶ĩ — — — — — — — — 


AN ISLAND IN THE AIR. 


THREE miles south of the Mesa Encantada, in Mexico, is a splendid 
specimen of fantastic erosion—an “island” in the air; a rock with over- 
hanging sides nearly 400 feet bigb, 70 acres in area on the fairly level top, 
indented with countless great bays, notched with dizzy chasms. The 
greater part of the island overhangs the sea, like a huge mushroom, and on 
the top stands a town which for artistic charm, ethnological interest, and 
romantic history has no peer. This little town of Ancoma is one of the most 
perfect types of the Prehistoric Puebla architecture. Most of the houses 
remain of the type invented when every house must bea fort. One climed 
a ladder to his first roof, and pulled up the ladder at night—living on the 
second and third floors and using the ground floor as a cellar Against 
enemies armed only with bows and arrows this was a fairdefence. Comfort 
had to be sacrificed to safety. Nothing except the eagle sought such in- 
accessibleeyries as these victims of theirown civilization. Because they were 
farmers instead of freebooters; because they had homes instead of being 
vagrants, they were easy to find, and they were the prey of a hundred 
nomad tribes. With inconceivable labor this island town in the air was 
built and fortified. It was reached only by a mere trail of toe-holes up 
the stem of the “mushroom.” The age of the island is not known—except 
that it was already old in 1540, when the first explorer visited it, and 
wrote an account of its wonders. 


— — — ——— — — 


CORINTH IN THE DAYS OF ST. PAUL. 


Tux beautiful city of Corinth lay smiling between its azure seas. It 
was a large and important commercial town, spread at the feet of a gigan- 
tic rock, like the Rock of Dumbarton, 2,000 feet high, which formed its 
citadel. The ancient city, which was one of great beauty and splendor, 
had been destroyed in a former generation by the Roman general Mum- 
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mius. For nearly a century it lay desolate; but a new Corinth had risen 
from the ashes of the old. Julius Cesar, recognising the importance of 
the isthmus asa military and mercantile position, sent to it a colony of 
Italians, who were chiefly freedmen. The new establishment rapidly in- 
creased. by the mere force of its position. Within a few years it grew, as 
Singapore has grown in our days—from nothing toan enormouscity. The 
Greek merchants, who had fled on the Roman conquest to the island of 
Delos and the neighboring coasts, returned to the home of their fathers. 
The Jews settled themselves in a place most convenient for the business 
of commerce and for communication with Jerusalem. The beautiful 
temples were restored. The city was again shining with marble and gold. 
It was the first day of the week. The Christians who had been con- 
verted by St. Paul had, of course, no church in which to assemble. It 
was not for many generations afterwards, when ths age of persecutions 
had ceased, that places of worship could be built. Nor was there a day uf 
rest. The Jews, indeed, observed their Sabbath the day before; but for 
Gentile Christians there was no such day of rest until the edict of Con- 
stantine in the fourth century. But they held gatherings for common 
worship in each other’s houses. There would be among them a few more 
prosperous middle-class men who would have rooms large enough to admit 
a sufficient number. Towards some such room, then, they were now mak- 
ing their way along the various streets. With their meeting for worship 
they combined the Greek national custom of a social meal in common. In 
that warm and delightful climate the Greeks were not in the habit of 
having more than one set meal in the day. The others were just short 
snatches for the satisfaction of hunger and the support of nature. The 
one chief meal they often ate in common, the members of several families 
together. This custom the Christians naturally retained, making their 
Obristianity the basis of their union for eating together. This day you 
would see them carrying baskets of food towards their well-to-do brothér’s 
house. Those who were better off would have large baskets carried by 
slaves. Some would be so poor that they would have little or nothing to 
contribute. 

The result was very different from what might have been expected by 
St. Paul after his prolonged stay in Corinth. It appears that the wealihier 
people brought much more than they wanted, in order to make a display 
and cause the poor people to feel their inferior position. It became a 
kind of picnic. There seems to have been a sort of eager, scratmbling 
spirit about it all. Some of them. wanted to be first. Some of them 
wanted to have the best things. Some wanted to get most of the food 
and wine. Many of them ate too much. Some actually became intoxi- 
coated. In the midst of it all they celebrated the Christian mysteries, the 
memorial of the death of Christ. Can anything be imagined more unlike 
the Lord’s Supper? Can you possibly picture to yourselves anything 
more unlike our service of Holy Communion? Is there any member of 
any congregation throughout the length and breadth of the Church of 
England, who could possibly be guilty of such blasphemous irreverence! 
—An Extract “Wortuy Recervers,” in the Churchman. 
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